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C  yberPower’s Hyper Liquid Ultra 9 RTX is one of the 
most outlandish builds we’ve seen for months. The 
wild looks start with the InWin 309 chassis, which 

has a front panel featuring 144 addressable RGB LEDs. It 
makes for a bold grid that can be used to create patterns, 
effects and customisable designs.

The 309 has 12 built-in lighting patterns, including abstract 
designs as well as candles and clocks. Buttons on the chassis 
can alter the brightness and speed of the LEDs, and they 
switch between modes and change fan speeds too. There’s 
also a Windows app that can be used to change LED modes 

and create your own animated designs, 
plus a microphone in the roof that can 
alter the speed of some effects.

The InWin is rock-solid, and its PSU 
shroud has been moved to the top of 
the enclosure and reconfigured to hold 
water-cooling hardware. CyberPower’s 
loop relies on Corsair Hydro X 
components, including an XD3 pump 
and reservoir, XC7 and XG7 waterblocks 
for the CPU and GPU, and a 360mm 
XR5 radiator. They’re linked together 
with hard tubing. 

The radiator is illuminated with three 
InWin EGO fans, which have RGB LED 
surrounds, and a fourth one functions as 
an exhaust. Their bright lights are joined 
by lights around the entire chassis, 
and there are more lights inside the 
waterblocks and DIMMs.

This bright rig won’t be to everyone’s 
tastes, but there’s no denying the 
good work here – it looks amazing to 
us. The front of the enclosure is neat 
and includes braided power cables, 
while upgrade room includes two 2.5in 
mounts and a 3.5in bay. There’s also a 
control box with room for more fans, 
lights and temperature sensors. The 
cabling is a little untidy around the rear, 
but that’s our only issue with the build.

This rig uses an AMD Ryzen 9 3950X, a 16-core beast 
that runs at stock base and boost speeds of 3.5GHz and 
4.7GHz. It’s joined by 32GB of 3200MHz DDR4 memory and 
a Corsair MP600 PCI-E 4 SSD. There’s a 4TB hard disk as well. 
Meanwhile, graphical power comes from an Nvidia GeForce 
RTX 2080 Ti GPU. We’re a little disappointed that the water-
cooled GPU isn’t overclocked, but its conventional base and 
boost speeds of 1350MHz and 1545MHz remain decent, and 
the GPU is already immensely powerful.

It all slots into an Asus ROG Strix X570-F Gaming 
motherboard, which has loads of PCI-E slots, a vacant M.2 
connector and seven full-sized USB 3.2 ports, alongside a 
Type-C connection. Connection options are generally fine, 
with every mainstream feature you’ll conceivably need.

However, there’s no Wi-Fi and no 2.5Gbps Ethernet either. 
The board’s USB ports are also now a step behind the latest 
Intel Z490 boards, which include faster USB 3.2 Gen 2x2 
connections. The 32GB memory configuration fills all four 
memory slots so there’s no upgrade path, but the four Corsair 
Vengeance RGB Pro modules do look great together.

The system is powered by a Corsair RM850x unit, which 
is fully modular and has an 80 Plus Gold certification. Finally, 
CyberPower’s warranty has three years of labour coverage 
and two years of parts protection, along with six months of 
collect and return service. That’s fine, but we’d expect more 
collect and return cover at this price.
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CPU  
3.5GHz AMD Ryzen 9 3950X

Motherboard  
Asus ROG Strix X570-F Gaming

Memory  
32GB Corsair Vengeance RGB 
Pro 3200MHz DDR4

Graphics 
MSI GeForce RTX 2080 Ti

Storage  
1TB Corsair MP600 PCI-E 4 M.2 SSD, 
4TB Seagate Barracuda hard drive

Networking  
Gigabit Ethernet

Case 
InWin 309

Cooling  
CPU: Corsair Hydro X XC7 waterblock 
with Corsair XD3 pump, Corsair XR5 
radiator, 3 x 120mm fans; GPU: Corsair 
XG7 waterblock; rear: 1 x 120mm fan

PSU 
Corsair RM850x 850W

Ports 
Front: 1 x USB 3.1 Gen 2 Type-C, 2 x 
USB 3, 2 x audio; rear: 3 x USB 3.2 Gen 
2, 4 x USB 3.2 Gen 1, 1 x USB 3.2 Gen 2 
Type-C, 1 x optical S/PDIF, 5 x audio

Operating system  
Microsoft Windows 10 Home 64-bit

Warranty  
Two years parts and labour, plus one 
year labour only. First six months 
collect and return, then return to base
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water cooling is excellent too, and build quality is consistently 
impressive. This PC doesn’t just look the part either – its 16-core 
CPU delivers huge power for almost every work task, the GPU is 
quick, and it has a lightning-fast SSD and a decent motherboard.

The motherboard misses out on a couple of features 
compared with Intel’s latest Z490 products, and the lack of a 
GPU overclock is a little disappointing at this price. Of course, 
it’s also easily possible to get this level of power for less cash 
if you eschew the light-up case and water cooling. If you have 
the cash to splash, though, and you want an eye-catching 
system with lashings of power, the Hyper Liquid Ultra 9 RTX 
is a superb build.
MIKE JENNINGS

VERDICT
It’s not cheap, but this brash, bright and incredibly fast PC 
offers huge power, a great custom water-cooling loop and an 
amazing light show.

WINNER
+    Awesome light show

+     Huge multi-threaded power

+     Great gaming performance

+    Excellent water cooling

RUNNER-UP
-     No GPU overclock

-     Limited networking features

-     Relatively expensive

OVERALL SCORE

90%%

PERFORMANCE 

24/25
DESIGN 

24/25
HARDWARE 

23/25
VALUE 

19/25

Performance
The 16-core CPU delivers tremendous speed. Its Handbrake 
video encoding score of 944,160 is a highlight, indicating that 
4K video work will be swept aside. That score is more than 
200,000 points ahead of the new Intel Core i9-10900K, 
which has fewer cores. The AMD part will handle any tough 
work application, including high-end video, content creation 
and CAD software. The PCI-E 4 SSD also delivered read and 
write speeds of 4,974MB/sec and 4,267MB/sec, which is 
stellar – far better than any PCI-E 3 SSD. 

Meanwhile, in our 4K game tests, the GPU delivered 
minimum framerates between 31fps and 53fps, and that 31fps 
figure in Battlefield V jumps up to 51fps if you enable DLSS. 
Gaming and single-threaded performance is an area where 
Intel-based systems, such as this month’s Scan system 
(see p36), have the upper hand, but the CyberPower isn’t far 
behind and it has much quicker multi-threaded pace too. 

The CyberPower was impressive in thermal tests too, 
thanks to its custom water-cooling loop. Despite the lack of 
front intake fans, its CPU and GPU delta Ts peaked at a balmy 
55°C and 43°C. The noise levels weren’t bad either – there’s a 
constant fan rumble, but it’s never loud or irritating.

Conclusion
CyberPower’s Hyper Liquid Ultra 9 RTX looks incredible, and 
its illuminated front panel makes for a great talking point. Its 
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SCORE

378,206

B E N C H M A R K  R E S U LTS

GIMP IMAGE
EDITING

56,209

HANDBRAKE H.264 
VIDEO ENCODING

944,160

HEAVY MULTI-
TASKING

284,434

Minimum Average

2,560 x 1,440, Highest Detail, TAA

SHADOW OF THE TOMB RAIDER
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