CyberPowerPC
Infinity X145 Elite

Awell-balanced system for
gamerswithagrandto
spend, and there's room

to grow in the future

SCORE (DWW

PRICE £833 (£999 inc VAT)
from tinyurl.com/360cyber

Timing iseverything when
buying a gaming PC. You want
tosqueeze every last morsel
out of your budget at the moment

of purchase, and right now,
CyberPowerPCis backing Intel’s
mid-range Core i5-14400F processor
due to its bang-per-penny: you have
ten cores and 16 threads when you
need them, but a single core can push
up to 4.7GHz using Intel’s Max Turbo
mode. A generous 32GB of DDR5 RAM
means that memory will never be
abottleneck.

The Intel chip’s main
partnerin crime is
Nvidia’s GeForce RTX
4060 graphics,
which inevitably
don’t have the
numbers of the
RTX 4070 Super
in the Palicomp
system opposite
- their respective
scores of 10,518 and
18,9321in 3DMark Time
Spy underline the
difference in power - but are
enough for fluid 1440p gaming.

You may have to compromise on
detail settings if you want to hit
100fps, however. At High detail,
Cyberpunk 2077 averaged 8ofps,
Dirt 5 hit 97fps, Shadow of the Tomb
Raiderbroke through to 103fps but
Metro Exodus Enhanced managed
only 63fps. Moving to Ultra detail
dropped those respective results to
53fps, 77fps, 93fps and 59fps. 4K
gaming is too ambitious with this set
of games, only breaking the 6ofps
barrier when I activated DLSS in
Shadow ofthe Tomb Raider.
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For this PC’s
foundation,
CyberPowerPC
chooses the MSI Pro
7Z790-S WiFi, which is part
of MSI’s professional series. That
means no RGB, with chunky black
heatsinks the order of the day. This
includes a shield to cover the main
M.2drive, a fast 1TB WD Black
SN770, with asecond M.2
slot available.
You also get Wi-Fi
6E and Bluetooth
5.3 built in, while
the rear of the
board offers a
2.5GbE LAN port,
one USB-C 3.2
Gen 2x2 port
(20Gbits/sec) and
six USB-A ports.
There’s no support for
case-mounted USB-C
ports, which may be one
reason why CyberPowerPC opted for
the Eluna 243 chassis. This includes
three USB-A ports conveniently
located along the front, next to the
power button. The button kept
sticking in my tests,

\/

PC

RECOMMENDED
/

Reviews

on the side to give an unimpeded
view, which will be dominated by
the 12omm RGB fan atop the Cooler
Master air cooler. Having read Lee
Grant’s views on liquid coolers this
month (see p113), 'm more than
happy with that choice.

This provides ample cooling
to Intel’s Core i5 processor,
which performed to its full in
every test: along with the
Geekbench 6 scores below, it
scored 13,829 in Cinebench R23
multicore, while switching to
the newer Cinebench 2024 (the
scores aren’t comparable with R23) it
hit 837 in the multicore section, 106
for a single CPU core and 9,747 in the
GPU-specific test. That compares to
1,028, 110 and 18,785 for the more
expensive Palicomp PC opposite.

CyberPowerPC’s choice wins for
efficiency, however, consuming 52W
atidle and peaking at 309W across our
tests. It was a quiet guest in my lab,
too, only going above a low hum when

ABOVE The Infinity playing games. A high-quality 650W,
X145 Elite is a fine PC 80 Plus Cooler Master power supply
forunderagrand means you have plenty of “power
budget” if you decide to upgrade any
components, while there is room for
internal expansion thanks to three
empty PCI-E slots.
“Youhave ten coresand Technically two DIMM
16 threads when you sockets are also free, but
need them, butasingle yowllneed to switch
coolers as its fan overlaps
corecanpushupto4.7GHz e first siot. Remove the
when required" chassis’ left-hand panel
and you’ll also find space
for three more drives, with one 2.5in
drive mounting plate and caddies for
two 3.5in disks.
Ialso appreciate the five-year
LEFT A120mm RGB warranty, with the first two years
fansits on top of the covering parts, labour and courier
air cooler costs; the final three years are
labour-only, and you’ll need to stump
up for shipping to CyberPowerPC
UK’s Gateshead base. In fact, I liked
BELOW TheEluna243 | everything about this PC apart from

chassis provides lots

of room for expansion

the niggles [ faced with that power
button. TIMDANTON

but when [ brought
this to the attention
of CyberPowerPC it
assured me the
problem had now
been fixed.

That’s a relief,
because thisisa
nice-looking chassis,

SPECIFICATIONS

10-core (6 P-cores, 4 E-cores)
Intel Core i5-14400F processor
o MSIProZ790-S WiFi
motherboard e 32GB
DDR5-5200 Corsair Vengeance
RAM e 8GB MSI GeForce RTX
4060 graphics e Cooler Master
Hyper 212 Spectrum V2 air cooler

with a subtle white o1TBWD Black SN770 PCI-E Gen
grille effect on the 4SSD e CyberPowerPC Eluna
front that allows the 243 White chassis e 650W
trio of RGB fans to Cooler Master MPE-6501PSU @
shine throughina Windows 11Home @ 216 x 455 x
subtle haze rather 490mm (WDH) e 2yr partsand
than a blast of colour. ' ‘ labour C&R warranty (5yr
Naturally, there’s a labour-only RTB) e power: 52W
tempered glass panel idle, 309W peak
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